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INTRODUCTION
Ly Efi Andreadi

The ot of this certry now coming 0 o dose hos been morked by o
tendency towands selfanclysis ond o slow - fior o «cantury of speeds -
process thot has siripped he body of noioss supporting the wark of o,
This movement begon in Be fey decode of he contury ond peesumed 1o
remove cnry sepisodes < as beiflont and Soncinating on # might be - copoble
of diverting the viewer's awareneas from the work's internal structure ond
gowth. The work's position in the spoce, its moterial substonce, even the
artal'’s physicol prosence and octivity, became port of $he «speciacies, Lven
the relosorshp betesen $e viewer ond e work was dacovered ond
noted, the decluve e of one’s movement around 2, as well as cne’s
UM sersory * viwol and otherwie « reaponse to it,

In the lote 40y and 70, the notion of the nofwol esvivonment, 0s epposed
10 seventsr in chesed goleres ond shudio, locused on opon cutdoor
octivities ond inerventions s e londscope [lond An o Eorthrworks)
Nataroly, $ow works wore. ofbet loosely, bnked 10 Minimalsm, ond moved
withn the fremewerk that purswed pomal meanings ond iIncidents
concoming the plonet Eorth ond the theories of Buckssinstor Fullor.

Eorth Ay, lhe any work man crectes with s honds and mind, hos deep
rocts. An ordinary oplore rde ddges mankind's oge-okd mervertions lo
he oarth’s sweloce, which, though uwally conditioned by wtiling chwoys hawe
on oevthetc ouveme. Ordered liokds extend before our oyes,
morphalogeally differersated by the plomed masses, datribution of color,
dork dichos ond shiniag bodies of woter. Todoys machoncol desgn by

tarming equpment produces fascnanng lneor comdors ond potterna

During the centries of aristocrotic omnpotence, gardener/designess did
ot confne themselve 10 e crdering of notwel spoace kor thor lordh’ ecy
perombulation Colaboroting with artah ond orchitecss, they created huge
parky wih unique poterns and plostingn colculoted with complex
penipectiven ond pownts of teraion ond outlet - werks lnked directly 1o the
plasic issues of their times. Arts connaction 1o Minimalism's depersondized
exprosuon concaded with the arival of the few photogrophs soken of farh
perception of the scale of the workd around us but ow relotion 10 he on
object, opening the way 10 monumentol infervention 1o the earth's swrfoce
which would exist 03 @ minimum mork - 0 port of the whele - asd would live
for one moment upon the slemal eardy

Thus, Waber de Moria drow two staight lnes in he desont |1968), Robert
Smthson created o spieal of carth in he woter (Spiral Jetty, 19701, whie
other artiun pded vones o NOccessibie pooks or crected corridon viakile
only 1 therrselves (Richand Long, 1974) Thok very movemont within these
generolly desclote ond urirhabsted landscapes gave them the imgresson
$at they were rediscoverng ke oncent peoples, he relationihip betwson
o ond the infinite lime and spoce of the universe.

o thiee Groek ariys who crected Desert Brooth in B Gouna, figypt, set
ot o6 a comparable odventure, but with the monuiry of heir youth - $at is,
without the dusioms of e 70x, with the mwiigicus occeptonce ond

odaptcbiity of the 00s. and $elr cwn ease ond sincerity in conceiving ond
axpcuting hor project. The choice of such on infinite ond indiflecent place
vhere they could leove ther morks undatwbed clwo defised the
swbsequent e of thei work, The foct that the sand’s «Suiditys might of any
time betray thew wulphusdl mvention was whot n Aurm esswed the principle,
as they imogined, of #s obierotion.

The work begins with o simple figusec o doublle sparol. Thew conviction thot
the plece would become a port of the landscope wos based on the foct that
they used, molded and buik the surmounding sond itsel, bt without forcing
it into pomerms olen % s octuol naswre. In foct, every intervention is the
desert, natwol Nke he wind, or artficial like the cutting of o reod, ends in
the accurmdation of imoll o kosge coses. The 1oml obsence of other
incidents in $e desen londscope 10 give ¢ wpecicl sgnficance to this
negotion of the flar surdace won serely he principle behind the pyromict o
manmade hil of sand that both concedled the deod ond symbolized he
victory over deah's horizantel positon. The DAST. growp - saulpior Dance
Constortinides - warted out with difficulies ond generolly bruol working
concitions o creche the work hoy'd ervisioned. s only preroquitite wos
harmonious coaxitonce with he uwrowndng spoce.

Lo this bowkc fromework they odded comples possibdites and foscinotng
parameten wite the iscreaung size ond positveregative wquonce of Se
cones. They ingenicusly cokudoted the viewss's movement info the coster so

Nonetheleis, the ertice route insade this primal igure would sot have been
o sotafying if the work hodnt been o Impeccably colculated ond

facsaring of scole in selation 10 mass o 10 the surownding hills, eac. SHll, his
impeccoble axecution wos founded on her own foncticol atention bok o
detail and 1o the cwerall imoge.

A stcll of down revecied e precise tension omong he poisls ond the
romarkobly swechwed ploy of shodows. As they predicsed in their
compeehensive e, the next day we oo perceived dizrying small foire
wawes of sand hcking e geomenic shopes. Those of s fortunote enowgh
10 300 His work will mentolly follow ity dow obscrption by the wemounding
denect. Photography, an imegral port of thia kind of wark, wil hepeldly boep
vs informed 05 10 the Ble of this piece which has dynamicolly entered owr
IMagnary mulowm.

This et wan iniiclly publohed s ARTI Mogarine, Volume 34 Moy June S
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IN OUR MIND'S LYT THE DESIRT WAS A PLACE WHERE ONE EXPERIEENCES INFINITY » :
A CONTINUOUS DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE INFINITELY SMALL AND THE INFINITELY LARGE - | ' | "
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ONCE THE SPRAL ESTABUSHES A GROWTH PRITERN. 1T KEEPS GENERATING ITSELF INWARD AND QUTWARD, BOTH PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY INTO ETERNITY




OYERFIOWING

NTO

»

0{:

IMPLIED

VERTICAL

AXIS

THUS

CREATING A PHYSICAL

BOND BETWEEN

THE

FARTH AND

THE

Sy




DESERT BREATH

W The project is rooted in cur common desire %o work in the desert. The lack of objects in e sumounding e renden cne uncble 1o rely o customary
means in order fo determise scole, distonce and crisniction, 30 thot thewe coquired senses have 10 be relecmed bowed upon experence with eceth
igrovinyl, skey (motics), light changel. water Jevell. Simutoneculy, one experiences a feeling of isclation ond completeness. One can physically feel time
g0 by yet pravides no resittoncs. The voainess of the horizon becomes the only viswol reference 1o equibbeim

B The site that was chosen is o flat exponse of sond St les between the Rod Seo ond o body of mountoins, The work covers an aree of one hundred
Sousand squore metens and ivolves the displocement of eight $ousand cubic meters of sand. One hundhoed and seventy eight comical volumes form
two intaclocking logarithmic spirals that move out from 0 common center with @ phase diference of cne hundeed and eighty degrees i the some direction

of rotation. One spiral consists of incised cones, while the other of proruding coes the incived cones are the result of the displocement of wand 1o crecte
the protruding cones M(W,omlhwmdmw'od(u&cnmmhmn;ﬂ-ﬁowwmisﬁwmmdhmmecmcm.

It is fillod with water 1o its rim 30 thet the pratruding cone in $e contar forms o finy island of the level of the hevizon

W The conicol volume is o fomiiar foem in the languoge of the desent. i becomes a point of refence in the endliess proccession of horizons. By crecting
conicol volumes thot are precise geometrical forms, theis origin moves into the realm of the mysterious and the mement they are completed, they become
on Instrument 10 moaswe the pessoge of ime. This isslont. the momernt of complotion and cbsolute geometrical precition, marks time zevo befiore the
instolionicn begins s grodual banslormation by the forces of roture.

B The experience of wolking within the instoliotion wos centrol 1o its concepsicn. The goel wos 1o creche o reobly which would be experienced through time
ond become part of ones physical memery. The spiral, beging from o very precise focol point ond exponds inte infinity, crecting o course thot grows info
ones conciouiness. The rhythm that bulds vp while walking irside the spirdl pathwory compels one 1o escope cnes’ earthbound condition in crder %0 view #
fom abowe Thase hwo points of view are complementary, in constont dialogue, in terms of conception as well as pesception. On e cne hand an esergy
Feld ot bves by ond imposes its own codes of persception, on the other a living orgenism et absorbs outtide stmdi 1o ether selorce thees - a1 o shadows
cast by the sn during its doily rituals - or 10 be permonently Monsiormed by them - bke the constant daplocement of sond by he wind
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THERE ARE TIMES

WHEN A MOMENT

ACHIEVES A GLIMPSE

OF THE ETERNAL,
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THE POINT OF DEPARTURE WAS THE CONICAL FORM,

THE NATURAL FORMATION OF SAND AS A MATERIAL

L






WL WERL ADDRESSING THE DESERT AS A STATE OF MIND, A LANDSCAPE OF THE MIND

THE VOLUMES APPEAR ALMOST IMPERCEPTIBLE, RYTHMICAL ACCENTUATIONS OF THE HORIZON LINE
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A SITE SPECITIC WORK THAT GROWS QOU!?

OF QUR FPERCEPTION OF THE SITE

LOCATED BETWEEN THE SEA AND A BODY OF MOUNTAINS
AT THE POINT WHMIERE THE IMMENSITIY OF THE DESEMY
MEELTS T HI IMMENSITY OF THE SEA
ITME WORK FUNCTIONS ON TWO DIFFERENT LEVELS
N TERMS OF VIEWPOINT: FROM ABOVE. AS A VISUAL IMAGE

AND FROM THE GROUND. A PHYSICAL EXPERIENCE

AN ENERGY FIELD THAT TRANSMITS ITS OWN CODES

QOF PERCEPTION INTO OUR PHYSICAL MEMORY
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B Durin the et month we ware ncived in the genes sutveyng of the oren. B oneniaton and poshionng of e work within he 100 ond the nesolaron of

1.5 lomone ;;p'i,,. which sorvod 10 bonspont the vital slement woir, from Bhe 'ML"‘ OO%s ‘...v"‘-.h)fd.‘(-\ﬂl’y we concucied hingl sests for B I\TJ-? ghon of

"?'f corinchon o hocd
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B On 1 excavetion k‘l\'p’\’ n the kd\g.‘(.'uj of A-/} o | ';';'f"- whin the we! won kd,‘t'-_" .;‘ SAOCO0 N OO e POt red RTTICY SCH COMEOAOn L-¢ twih f'f"""“‘
ond negotve wORATRS 'WOs OCNeved v mchomicol of mosud meons wharo v.;;l Cobde ond with 0 comsiar? rece sty dor woter In B0 envIoraner? were T i

oA SO

B Ersuring the desred precsion wos o sk which demanded wicling swpenvision, o constont How of isvention ond anite soltom, and e premesce of o
wrvinying Yeom on o daily basis. We designed devices necessory 10 ensse the minmal oloronce thot the work sequired both Sor the poastioning of the cerves
ol ooch come. ondd e Be ‘V_M""; of he volumes. ond se-osomined the Fﬂ’r’m"’ ol theno methach overy sop of Be woy

b )
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B The e (_-&_, e Aos e CONSUCTION WOs O Yy tf'pﬂﬁ:)rl L, conucanng the? 11 wen ur,s-__;vvJ wih e GO N M nd P srrdonoous (-_y—pk‘.v_r ol of
the clomants 10 COMENEe UPRoN ONe JUNGMe MOMEN? in Tme, Be Momern 1 of goometrcal precaion, which marks time 2000 belore the work s Nened over 1o the

forcen of nafure 1o begin i grodual ranmiormonion

BT Bl aF plhas: fat e 0‘0.-.-_3’: their scolonral octvity. port of the work immechately alter ity completion. These same locces infecwaned in @ very dio
manc way 13 doys pricor 1o the originally scheduded dawe lix he comgletion On the 18th of November 1994, on ungrecedented oinsorm flooded e areo
cowng greo! domoge 1o the coninesion, end patiponing he inouguoton date, This awe-nsparieg bopfisn, oy we saw £, could hove been Incorposated in the

damtegroton phoane hod ¢ hoppened aher e compieton of he construction phane
’ b



THE TIME ELEMENT

B Denert Broa® wos construcied out of sond ond woter, Tommn? elements. elements which weee ofleced bom $o ste el The poromotens thee we hod e
initiclly, 1o Crocte @ it speclic work the would bo experienced through wolling suggemted o work which would be of monumental swoals.  The materiols

howower, did act. Wo were isapired by the abity of the desent 1o continucutly ronsicem itsell through the acsivity of nasual foroes ond yet % chwarys display
the taces of this sonformation, It won s if cne wan cbile to read theough the passoge of the millenic o st the post fortnight, anly by looking of the formafion
of B wond. This wos on elemant, he elomont of Sme, that wo would not overdock in the process of conceiving e work

B Goomebicol precsion within B contest of the Sud londwcope of the desart was the dlement that wos wed I order lo demaseriolise the clements withou
dopriving them of hor archotypol qualites. The sand conem, e 1ond spech, become the wehickes theough which the energy that we lok in the sie wos revecled
And yet tha precision is 10 remain, cfter mémy yodrs ond many sonditonms only on imgrit et keeps bock of $o possoge of ime. The spwol and Hie cone
mmedictely hoced bock 10 ek orgnal lom. keeping o plyskcal bock of the activities of nctuse within the sie of the orea. The formal comigency of e
ncliction bocoming the probe lor the actve comissency of notuse

8 On March 7th 1997, fhe comtructon of Deser! Brecth wos completed. Al he some moment e work was lumed over 10 the forces of nouse 10 Begin the siow
process of the chaorbtion of the work by e londcope thet gawe Birth 16 it The syslematc documentation of this process & as imponiont 1o Desort Brecth os the
daplocement of wond hat wan wed 1o cece £,

& The creo i which the work wat creched belong 10 the higheu! wind2one n the workd. The wind blows constanthy fom the north brirging with & fine sond that
accumulones around the cbniockes it encountens, while o the same me 1oking oway with 2 arything the doesn’t Aove B srengrh 10 resi! & The eorth el in
this 0re0 used 10 bo the bottom of e sea; # i3 very compad! ond comtans o kange percostage of st ond sab. When sproyed with woler ond compocied [which
a fo method wo used for the conruction of e wark] it bocomes very hard and  crecied © song dry loyer on the wrloce Bat s wbiect %o wind erosicn The
eorth under this crust relains bumidity hor an exdended poriod of ime becouse of i bigh consalency in wlt and does not dy immediotely alter being oxposed
© B yun

B On Septomber 10th 1997 we made ow Sl ¥p o cbiorve and document Sl process of gradual randormotion. The winds during he summer hod been
urusually wook. The changes that hod accured weve very sebitle and visble mastly on the testure of the postive cones. The cnuat on the wrkoce of the cones had
died ond crocked ond srall pleces of it were comied awoy by the wind, revedling he humid sand uindemeath, ond creating & 10ugh wrdoce with color
Allorences occording 1o the humidey loveld This ercaion hoppened all arcund the cones and mome romisently closer 10 Bok Sps. Some fine sond had
excumdctod n Bo nagative cone lorming pinaical shadows on the north sde of eoch cone. ¥ seemed as though the same amount of sond hod occumdated
in ecach cono, becane oy B cones became wmaller Pok lorm Bacame mane and mare aered the fips of e wmallest cones near ho center hod become
curved. The wond $at & depouted imide he regative conm, is of a difeest quolty than the sol: 1§ comivm mosty of v and it s such finer ond lighter,
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B Observing the very slow riythm of Desent Breath’s tronsioemation by the natural borces, one has the liegeing fv_-v_w'mg that, yeors from now, or
porhaps even conturies, when e work has been cbsorbed by i notweal emviroement, the eneegy which created it will abwoys be troced. Whet
semains the most imporiont element of Desert Breath's joveney through Sme, is that whichever moment one choses 10 visk the work one wilf always
be reflered 10 the momant of completion. Smubaneouily ana will bo cbile 1o meniclly follow ity gradud transfarmation. The harmonic cohobaation
of the precision of human geometry with hat of noture




REALISATION OF DESERT BREATH

B The group DAST is on inerdiscipliacry colloboration botween three artuts: Donoe Sotow, Soupior. Alexandea Stratouw, Indusrcl Designes, ond
Selio Corstontmides, Aschirect. The group was foemed in May 1995, based on our commen detine 10 create an instollonon in the desent. The perem
oters that we hod set o this proyecs deicribed a ste spodilic work of such @ wcale that it would be exporienced through walking

B InJune 1995 we mode our est irip 1o Egypt in secrch gl G aite. The sie that wan chosen wos o flat expanse of desert lond that Bes betwoen the
Rt 300 ol o body of whkhr\mpordldSﬁooowi»ckmostholosmlwmmmbamgﬂnmabmwrhofmond
idea for Desert Breoth mv-hotconbommonwd'mnm-nmpmon

‘.

r

Mhhmﬁ cm-.dus#m»gh o summer of i experimaning in owr sivdo ond outdoor locotions in
_ . : o s wore removed 10 reveol he essentad In Septombar
1995 wo prasentod th Scowis .'; nident of ( 0, o bmoo consirechon ond devdicpment compony, who

B W Berween Septen . 199 o] with & rroc Vgiree ians ond geclogists, » crder 1o msolve
the conunuction of the o B Severo _ < nethods fo . os well 0s issves of exoct site seloc-
tiom, During hese monts, we weded oa finol ¢ _ -'Qf»’ 3 PUrsd Bncther vicl issue concerming the project: 4

‘ “-’- quolty video, since the beginning of
bo.cBnsSetive phases of comtruchion,
" ‘:pon‘mgbnoﬁnma.nd
,

*sﬁodm ot we oncounieed
. mrmrwmlﬁis work, hos




* Laire

# Desort Becath & sivvated
opproximately 10 km west of
El Gount, 0 rosoet lown with
hd occommadation locilties
ond with & own akport lor
charter fights. The closest
internctional  girport s
sitvvated in Hueghoda, 30 km
wuth of fl Gowno. ¥ & abo
possible to get %o B Gouna or

Husghodo by bus from Colio
the oumey tokes & hours

o Lusor

SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS

SPONSORS:

2 ORASCOM PT.D. a construction ond development compony bosed in
Cairo, Egypt, sponsored entirely $e constrection of Desert Brecth ond
e il occomodotion of the artiss ond thew colloborotors.

B STUDIO ATA o production compony based o Athens, Greece,
sponsored the video documentation of the project.

B GENERAL PRESS PUBLICATIONS S.A, o printing company based in
Athorn, Geosce. spomacred the producsion of dl printed scteriol vied
for the communication of the project.

® ARTISTS CONSULTING SERVICES Intl
). BOUTARIS & SONS S.A

n CASCO SA,

» EGYPT AR

B HELANEK S.A,

B PYRAMIS INTERNATIONAL

» EL GOUNA MOVENPICK HOTEL

» DAWAR L OMDA HOTEL

» £L GOUNA PARADISIO HOTEL

CONTRIBUTORS:

B NAGUIB SAWIRIS
» PHILIP STRATOS
B NICOS VERNICOS
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SPECIAL THANKS

Specicl thanks 1o off those thot contributed in the reclisation of Desert Breoth, out of sheer fath ond respect for the collective effont which wos pot into it.
Without their help it would not have been possble

8 Coomotogropher: TASOS ZAFIROPOILOS

8 Phologropher: SHERIN EL SEMARY

B Engiecors: VANGEUS DOUSSS
SAMEH ABU TAR
ZACHARLIA SAAD LAWANDE
ANTONIS MITZALIS

8 Computer speciolsty LEFTERIS VIRIRAXSS
COSTAS KIBAZOPOLOS

8 ncugual event coordinators: DMITRI COROMILAS
KARIM MOSTAFA

8 Hag Ahmed, the Bodouin living in this creo, who embroced our project and oflered hs hospiclity 1o va os i we were his own soral
B We would olso like % thark everyone in 8l Gouna lor their suppont and the workers who worked in the reolizotion of this project.

B Specicl Thasks 10 the an critics ond joumalsts who discoverad or became interestod = Desort Broath ond helped communicote ity exivonce 1o a wider
ovdence trough ditferont medic.

Also wo Sonk:

8 Gecrge Arthopodos ® Aris Georglodis 8 Gecrge Momlormoncs & Fromo Ralli

8 Shonil Bl Bidew B Akis Georgiou 8 Costis Moskof W Spiros Repoulis

® Lgypson Lmbassy n Athers ® Holonic Misistry of Culbure 8 OMEFPO ¥ Modo Sowrs

B Swfcnos Elthimeods B Melenic Ministy of foreign Aflan. B8 ORASCOM Serveying Dept & Chrivsona Solianopodlow
8 Ssello Filpopostow B Joe Kosmidoo B Astoris Popaconsiondinou W Spiros Mdonopodos

® Fim Ratren 8 Phip Moinzes B Chrintino Pigatis 8 Vogias harcuhan

® Vigina fFreemon B Maher Moksoud 8 Pose Mogorine " Morno Tronnesckis

8 Goyo Gollogher B Woyne Merorc B Power Staticn s Bl Gouna B George Vardinoyionsis

8 This publicotion was created ond printed of Generol Press Publications. We would like %o thark GRP.P. lor their contribation end collaboration.



D.A.ST. BIOGRPHICAL OVERVIEW

8 D.AST is an acrosym rewiting hrom puting together the initioh of owr st nomes Dasce, Alexcndro, Stolla,

8 Dange Statou, bom 1964, 4 o sovpior. She wudied wulpture ot Contral S1. Marties School of ont in London and groduated with @ BA Moas in Fine Ay
n 1987,

B Alaxondro Strotou, bom 1970, is on indusmol Designer. She studed Industriol design of Bhode Iskend School of Design in e US A and groducted
with & BA in Fine Acts in 1992

B Selle Corstantinides, boen 1999, is on Aschiedt. She sudies Archiecie ot the Architechorel Asseciation ia London. She gets her Diploma in 1998,

8 In May 1995 the hhree of u jeined cur forces 1 form o leam, based on owr common dedine %o crecte o lond At inssolloton in e Egyption Desert. We
ofl knew ond respecied eoch other's work, ond felt thor the pecject would have o kot 10 benelit faom the different, complementary, qualities soch one of
possesed, it 03 # would be strengthened by the diversity of focus in our ideos which were however springing from e some roots. Each of us hod in he
pav odressad b one way or onothor the archetype of the dosent iIn our work,

B This collaboration, o foem nct 30 olten encountered in the vaual Aty hos proven %0 bo very secoesshd, The roots of its success lie i the woy the
relationships were estoblished. Eoch of us refote directy 1o the core of e project, which we have reached in common, on of levels [concepmual technical
representohionol]. ond ol decisons weee token with $is core in mind

B After the complotion of Daert Brearh, wo continue 1o colloborate on leam projects of vericble scole and durction, while independently pursuing ow
own divections. The underying concept in the projects 1hot we work on 03 0 deom, i the Ste Specific clement. We endeaver 1o expose, rahar then impas,
owr perception of the prevailing enevgy of the vie.
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